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  Pros: 

! Online classes are more convenient. Some classes allow students to learn at their own pace (either 
faster or slower). 

! Schedules can often conflict, but most online classes offer flexibility. 
! They can prepare students for future courses online, both in high school or college, by teaching them 

self–reliance and deadlines. 
! Since the class only requires having a laptop and internet, a student may take the class anywhere from 

Starbucks to China! 
! Students from all over come together, developing friendships and cultivating a feeling of community. 
! You can wear your pajamas to class!☺ 
! Online classes are great ways for children to learn about the cultural differences in various regions of 

the country. 
! They give students the chance to learn from an experienced teacher who is not their parent, which 

may be a good change of pace. 
! Online courses teach kids accountability and honesty. 
! Using a computer during class helps young people to become tech savvy. 
! If students miss a class, they can watch the recording and not worry about falling behind. 
! Parents don’t have to worry about grading work in subjects in which they don’t feel comfortable. 

Cons: 
! The workload can be more demanding, especially in classes without live lessons, where the teacher 

can adjust the pace. 
! There is a fairly limited selection of classes to choose from. 
! It can be challenging to find a class that fits into your schedule, as most live classes are at a specific 

time and may be inflexible. 
! Computer and internet issues are inevitable. 
! Even though they are live, it can be harder to get to know the other kids in the class. This limits some 

of the social interaction. 
! Time differences between classmates can make things difficult. ☺ 
! Some children can lose focus during longer classes. 
! It can be challenging to catch up if you miss a class that is not recorded. 
! The fees for the course and textbooks are usually paid up front. 
! Each online class is structured differently and it takes time to get used to the new format. 

How On Earth Do I Choose? 
! Pray for guidance. 
! Make sure that the teacher’s World View aligns with yours. 
! A live and interactive class is a definite must. 
! Make sure that the teacher is certified. 
! Speak with the teacher personally before committing. 
! Visit a class before paying for it to make sure it’s the right fit for you. 
! Read reviews about the class. 
! Make sure that a syllabus is available. 
! Get recommendations from other homeschooling parents and friends. 
! Research the materials used and their prices, along with the course’s price. 
! Make sure that the course will be accepted by high schools and/or colleges. 
! Check to see if there are any prerequisites to the course. 
! Make sure that your student’s aptitude is in line with the expectations and rigor of the classroom. 
! Choose a class that records the classes so that your child can keep up in case of absence. 
! If your student will find the work challenging, choose a smaller class. 
! Make sure that your student has the necessary maturity level for the workload. 
! Make sure that your student understands the time commitment or workload of the class. 

 
 
 
 



What To Avoid: 
! Choosing a class where your student will need constant outside help. 
! Overloading the time or abilities of your student. 
! Choosing a class where the teacher doesn’t make themselves available to the parents and the 

student. 
! Choosing a class that cannot answer a student’s questions through live interaction. 
! Choosing a class with an instructor who strictly teaches out of the textbook with little variation. 
! Taking an online class without teacher interaction if a parent does not feel competent in that subject. 
! Pushing a child to take a Level 2 course if they did not master the Level 1 course. 
! Choosing a class where you will have difficulty contacting the instructor. 
! Taking a course where the teacher has no sense of humor and the students aren’t allowed to have fun. 
! Choosing a course that meets infrequently. 
! Taking a class where the schedule makes you miss classes frequently. 

Nuts and Bolts: 
Different Course Requirements: 

! Some classes do not have textbooks. 
! In some cases, the homework is submitted online. 
! In other cases, no homework or grades are given. 
! Non-live classes simply have questions at the end of a lesson, which can be ineffective. 
! Most tests are done on websites. 
! Some teachers require parents to be in the room while the student is taking a test. 
! The student’s grades are not always accessible. 
! Some classes have an available answer key for grading the student’s homework. 

Things to do as a parent: 
! Check to make sure the grades are in an official report card format. 
! Realize that computers and teachers make errors. 
! Understand that teacher prepared tests are as beneficial as standardized, text based tests. 
! Check in on students when they are taking tests. 
! Teach children to review tests before submitting. 
! Make sure the teacher provides feedback on homework and tests in a timely manner. 
! Encourage each student takes notes during class. 
! Make sure you know how testing will be done, whether through a website, a fax, or scanning. 

For Students: 
! Make sure to put your books and phone outside of your room while you are taking a test. 

Learning Environment: 
For Students: 

! A quiet space is preferable. 
! Treat online classes the same as normal classes. 
! TURN OFF YOUR PHONE!! 
! Prepare for class to avoid wasting class time. 
! Communicate with your fellow students about assignments. 
! Make sure you have a good computer, reliable internet, reliable printer, and a functioning headset. 
! Turn off your television. 
! Don’t surf the web during class. 
! Make sure your room is clean and your hair is combed if you’re on camera.☺ 
! Expect challenges with technology and class structure early on in the class. 
! Sit in a chair, not on the bed or the couch. 
! Be timely and diligent with all assignments. 

For Parents: 
! Check your child’s progress and grades regularly. 
! Parents should feel free to contact the teacher with ANY concerns. 
! If your child has a hard time focusing, they should be monitored. 
! Don’t let other family members interrupt the student during class time. 
! Exhort your child to develop participation skills, even if they are introverted. 


